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April 2006 Alabama Outbreak

Haleyville (Winston Co.) Photo Courtesy of WInston Co. EMA

April 2006 began as a very active weather period 
across the Midwest and the southeastern United 
States, as severe weather plagued the area almost 
daily with hundreds of reports of tornadoes, large 
hail, and damaging winds.  Fortunately, these events 
had remained to the north of Alabama, until Friday, 
April 7th. 

On April 6th, the Storm Prediction Center issued a 
High Risk for severe weather for the northern half of 
Alabama for the next day. Although severe weather 
outbreaks are not unusual during the spring months, 
High Risk days are rare. As with any potentially 
hazardous weather event, National Weather Service 
offices prepared in advance by increasing staffing, 
providing briefings to emergency management and 
the media, and double checking all equipment to 
ensure it was working properly. This event was 
expected to impact Alabama at the worst possible 
time, overnight. 

Ingredients came together on April 7th for a classic 
spring severe weather outbreak. A strong upper level 
storm system across the Central Plains approached 
the mid Mississippi and Tennessee Valleys Friday 
evening. A strong surface low over Kansas also 
pushed southeast and tracked across northwest 
Tennessee. The upper level storm system and 
surface low created a favorable wind shear 
environment for supercell thunderstorm and 
tornado development. Ahead of the storm 
system, moisture from the Gulf of Mexico 
surged northward into the southeastern United 
States. The combination of these features, 
coupled with temperatures in the 80s across 
much of the area, made Alabama well suited for 
severe weather.

Pleasant Grove (Cullman Co.)
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Thunderstorms developed across northern Mississippi 
around 4 PM Friday afternoon, and quickly became 
severe. The first tornadic supercell moved into 
northwest Alabama around 5 PM, producing a brief 
tornado touchdown near Cherokee in Colbert County. 
This proved to be only the beginning of a long night 
across Alabama. Supercells, some of which were 
long-lived, pushed across the state, affecting many 
metropolitan areas. The last tornado touched down 
near Childersburg at 2:03 AM. The storms continued 
to move southeastward, producing large hail as far 
south as Dale and Geneva counties in southeast 
Alabama Saturday afternoon.

Twenty-three tornadoes occurred across Alabama on April 
7th and 8th. Thirteen of these were rated EF0; ten were 
EF1 intensity. There were also dozens of damaging 
straight-line wind and large hail reports. Golf ball-sized 
hail, or larger, was reported many times to weather 
service offices. Even softball-sized hail was reported in 
Marshall and Morgan counties. Dozens of businesses and 
homes were damaged, some severely, and hundreds of 
trees snapped or uprooted. Several area high schools 
received damage to their outdoor athletic facilities and 
building roofs. Unfortunately, this storm system was 
responsible for several weather related injuries and one 
fatality, all due to falling trees. Timely warnings and 
prompt actions taken by emergency management and the 
public worked together to limit the number of injuries and 
fatalities, during this overnight, particularly dangerous 
storm system.

Roebuck (Jefferson Co.)
Photo Courtesy of Tim Coleman

Huntsville (Madison Co.)

As the event unfolded on that Friday, supercell thunderstorms began to erupt rapidly across western 
Tennessee and Kentucky during the late morning hours. Several of these supercells continued to gain 
strength and wind energy as they tracked across the Nashville metropolitan area by early afternoon. Storms 
were slower to develop across Alabama because a warm layer of air at approximately 5000 feet above the 
ground, commonly referred to as a thermal inversion or cap, limited the growth of thunderstorms. As moisture 
increased during the late afternoon and the upper level storm system brought cooler temperatures to the 
layer above the surface, this inversion began to erode.

Total storm reports from the Storm Prediction Center from April 
7, 2006. Green dots indicate hail reports; blue indicates wind; 
red indicates tornadoes. 

Ohatchee (Calhoun Co.)





Awareness Starts With You

Be Red Cross Ready...Being prepared for emergencies is crucial at home, work, school, and in your 
community. Disaster can strike quickly and without warning. It can force you to evacuate your neighborhood, 
workplace, or school; or can restrict you to your home. What would you do if basic services - water, gas, 
electricity, telephones - were cut off? Local officials and relief workers will be on the scene after a disaster, but 
they cannot reach everyone right away. You and your family should be prepared before disaster strikes. The 
Red Cross encourages you to:

-Get an emergency kit with essential supplies 
for the entire family and emergency items such 
as flashlights, batteries, blankets, a portable 
radio, food and bottled water for three days for 
each person, and a first aid kit. Examples of an 
emergency kit and portable radio are shown 
here. 

-Make and practice an evacuation plan as a 
family, including escape routes and a predetermined meeting place. Include pets 
in your plan. Learn when and how to turn off utilities and to use life-saving tools 
such as fire extinguishers. Everyone should know where emergency information 
and supplies are stored.

-Be informed about your area. Get emergency information from NOAA Weather Radio All-Hazards, local 
television and radio stations, cell phones/text messages, or local warning systems. Know which type of severe 
weather is common to your area. Take action when needed by assessing the situation, calling 911 if someone 
is injured, and administering first aid, if needed. 

Learn more information about disaster training and emergency supply kits at 
www.birminghamredcross.org or www.redcross.org.
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Preparing for severe weather is the theme of Severe Weather Awareness Week, so how do we go about it? 
Preparedness plans come in all sizes as dictated by individual and collective needs. Do you know the basic 
safety rules? Would your children know what to do if home alone? Are plans ready to move elderly or disabled 
people to shelter quickly? Do you know what the safety plans are at school, work, the local shopping center, 
recreational facilities, etc.?

1) A thorough knowledge of safety rules.

2)Designation of the best available protective area. 

3)A reliable method of communication to receive and 
exchange information. 

4)An emergency supply kit.

5)Drills to test and practice the plan.

6)Contact your local emergency management 
agency, National Weather Service office, or 
American Red Cross chapter for additional 
weather safety information.

Basic severe weather preparedness 
plans must include: 

Debris surrounds a tornado shelter in southeast Fayette County after a 
tornado moved through the area on April 6, 2008.
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Safety does not stop after the storm has passed. Everyone should be aware of 
the many dangers that might exist after bad weather has moved out of the area.

Lawrence County, February 6, 2008

Calhoun County, August 24, 2008

Escambia County, February 17, 2008

Russell County, February 17, 2008

Blount County, March 15, 2008

-Remain calm and locate your emergency supply kit containing 
essential first aid materials. Promptly treat any injuries you or your 
family suffered during the event. 

-Check neighbors for injuries. Call for medical assistance. Do not move 
seriously injured people, unless they are in immediate danger of further 
injury.

-Wear sturdy shoes or boots, long sleeves, and gloves when inspecting 
your home or business for damage or when handling debris. Be aware 
of exposed nails, broken glass, and weakened trees and tree limbs.

-Do not light matches, burn candles, or turn on electrical switches if you 
suspect damage to your home or business, as any of these actions can 
ignite fires. Use a flashlight or battery powered lantern. 

-Do not touch downed powerlines or objects in contact with downed 
powerlines. Keep children and pets a safe distance away. Report 
electrical hazards to the police and the utility company. 

-If there is frayed wiring or sparks, or an odor of something burning, 
shut off the electrical system at the main circuit breaker. 

-If you smell gas or suspect a leak, turn off the main gas valve, open all 
windows, and leave the house immediately. Notify the gas company 
and the police or fire departments. Do not do anything that could cause 
a spark. Do not return to the house until you are told it is safe to do so. 

-Clean up or rope off dangerous areas.

-Remember to care for pets after a disaster has occurred.

Jackson County, February 6, 2008
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Tornadoes in Alabama
by County

1950 through 2008
(Compiled from National Weather Service data)

Counties with 30 or more tornadoes are highlighted in red.












